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Just As We Are 

 

     I feel sure that before you jump into a swimming pool, you would first take off your 

street clothes and put on a swimming suit. That is the way we ordinarily do it. Still, in 

our gospel this morning, Peter goes and puts on his Sunday go-to-meeting clothes 

before he jumps into the water. Why? Well, maybe he was embarrassed when Jesus 

caught him with his shirt off. Or maybe he was so excited when Jesus put in an 

appearance, he was all mixed up and he just didn’t know what he was doing. Still, it 

was obvious he was anxious to be with Jesus. So, he just grabbed his clothes and 

jumped overboard and swam to the shore. Let’s fact, that boat was just too slow for 

him. 

     I want you to know Jesus would also like us to be with Him…even if we have to 

leave part of ourselves behind. Now, when I say “part of ourselves” I am talking about 

our sins and our imperfections. I just know we would hesitate to get too close to Jesus 

until we rid ourselves of these imperfections. And we certainly are aware of the fact we 

are not going to heaven ‘til we get these things in order. Still, Jesus is calling us…just as 

He called the apostles. And He is calling us even while we are still sinners.  

     He loves us not for what we can become, but He loves us even now…just as we are. I 

am sure you would agree with me when I say Peter was far from perfect. And he came 

to Jesus with all his baggage and he let Jesus take over his life. Jesus took him and made 

him over into the man he needed to be for his position as pope and saint. I know that 

Jesus does not want any of us to hesitate coming to Him because of our sins, flaws and 

imperfections. 

     Jesus showed Himself to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberius while they were out 

fishing. “It is the Lord,” John cried out. On hearing it was the Lord, Simon Peter threw 

on his clothes and jumped into the water. Now, I have to tell you, don’t ever hesitate to 

go to Jesus. And, when you do, bring along all your baggage. He will want to show you 

what to do about that.  

     

*Inspired by John 21:1-14 


